
To whom it may concern,

My name is Kristen Heimer. I am a student at Luther College in Decorah, IA. I have
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recently been informed of the FDA approving smaller labeling for food that has been irradiated.

I have some great concerns.

First of all, the size of labeling that the FDA has approved is so small that people who are

purchasing irradiated food will not be aware of it, I feel that people have the right to know how

their food has been treated. If food that has been irradiated is good enough for the FDA to

approve than why are they so ashamed of it that they give it such a tiny label? Obviously

something is up,

Secondly, food that has been irradiated is dangerous. And it doesn’t even kill all of the

bacteria. If it has been proven that irradiation creates cancer-causing toxins why has there not

been more research to determine the long term effects on people that eat irradiated food before

the FDA approves it?

I also feel that people that approve of irradiated food are not aware of the effects that

irradiation centers will have on the environment. Has anyone considered possible leaks and

spills of radioactive material?

Finally, it is important to consider the fact that we can all stop the waste of millions of

dollars by stopping the problem of poor meat at its roots. Instead, the money that is now being

used to build irradiation centers should be used to keep animals in more humane pens and to

keep slaughter facilities cleaner. Also, money needs to be spent on stopping meat monopolies.
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It has also been brought to my attention that citizens do not want irradiated foods! Why

aren ‘t we listening to these people? I would appreciate any response to my concerns. Thank you

for your time.
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Kristen Heimer
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